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The fi nal pages of this edition feature advertisements 
of local businesses and industries. While these graphic 
images offer much needed fi nancial support for this book, 
they will also prove to be as historical as the preceding 
chapters, representing the business landscape of Lititz 
during the milestone anniversary year of 2006.

It must also be noted that a $5,000 commitment from the 
Lititz Rotary Club was crucial to the completion of this 
project.

Lastly, we must not forget the foundation from which this 
entire effort was spawned. The Lititz 250th Executive 
Committee, under the dedicated leadership of R. Ronald 
Reedy, solidifi ed 2006’s prominent place in local history. 
Without Mr. Reedy’s participation, this book would not 
have been possible, and his contributions to the Lititz 
community cannot be overstated.

With that, after several months of unforeseen delay, 
I present to you a true labor of love – 
“Lititz 250: A Historical Anthology.” Enjoy.

Stephen M. Seeber
Chairman
Lititz 250 Historical Book Committee

he book you are about to read is the result of countless 
hours of research and generous fi nancial contributions 
from some of Lititz’s most dedicated promoters. Without 
passion for the subject and the money to put it in print, 
there simply is no book. Therefore, fi rst and foremost, 
a heartfelt thank you must be extended to the authors, 
editors, designers and fi nanciers of this project.

“Lititz 250: A Historical Anthology” is the fi nal piece 
of the 2006 anniversary, and the book appropriately 
features a full color chapter that highlights many of the 
memorable moments from last year’s celebration. This 
historical pictorial has been supplemented with a variety 
of thoroughly researched chapters, many of which are 
authored by local residents with personal connections to 
their subject matter:

David Bauer offers an inner-circle view of Lititz in the 
1950s, from the perspective of a borough manager’s 
desk. Current borough manager Sue Ann Barry details 
Lititz’s early 1990s fi ght against the ACLU, which was an 
effort to maintain a cherished Christmas tradition. Civic 
leader Stephen Palkovic revisits the waves created by 
a controversial effort to build a public swimming pool for 
Lititz in the early 1960s. Art Ritz’ fi rst person account of 
life in the 1920s and ‘30s, revelations from Lititz-born 
business leader Roy Clair, a local musician’s notes on 
musical history, teaching lessons from the late Vera 
Hoffman, and even a “What If?” chapter that paints a 
contrasting picture of Lititz and Dover, Del., combine for 
a captivating mosaic of historical insights. This is not an 
academic chronology of 250 years, but rather a mosaic 
history of the people, by the people.

2



n 1742, Count Nicholas Ludwig von Zinzendorf of 
Saxony, the leader and organizer of the modern day 
Moravian Church, preached at the tavern of Jacob 
Huber, north of Lititz, while searching for a tract of land 
in which to establish a religious community. Because of 
his preaching, John George Klein was won over by the 
Count’s cause and made arrangements to turn over 
his tract of land. Through the efforts of Bishop Joseph 
Spangenberg of the Moravian Church, the fi nal deed 
of transfer of the Klein tract to the Moravian Brethren 
took place on August 20, 1755. The tract consisted of 
491 acres that meandered along Carter’s Run (today 
known as the Lititz Run,), which became the new 
settlement for the Moravian Brethren.

In June of 1756, while Bishop Spangenberg was 
visiting the new settlement in Warwick Township, he 
received a letter from Europe on the evening of June 
12th addressed to the Moravian Brethren. The letter 
was from Count Zinzendorf in which he named the new 
settlement Litiz. “Litiz” was the German spelling. The 
name that was given was in commemoration of the 
castle of Lidice nad Citadelou, located in northeastern 
Bohemia near the Silesian/Moravia border where the 
early Moravian Brethren found refuge in 1456.

The castle was given the name “Lidice nad Citadelou.” 
meaning “People upon the castle,” by the early 
Moravian Brethren. It is the oldest gothic castle 
located in northeastern Bohemia near the Silesian/
Moravia border and was built by the Drslavice family 
at the close of the 13th Century. For a short period of 
time in the ~ Century two Luxemburg rulers owned 
the castle. Because of extensive construction work 
the appearance of the castle was changed when 
construction was started by George of Podebrady in 
1450. Being sympathetic to the cause of the followers 
of John Hus, who was burned at the stake in 1415, 
Podebrady, in 1456, provided his castle as a sanctuary 
to Hus’ followers.

One of the leaders of the followers of John Hus was 
Brother Gregory the Patriarch. It was brought to his 

attention that in the Barony of Senftenberg, on the 
northeastern border of Bohemia. there lay a village that 
would serve as a home for him and his followers. The 
village, called Kunvald, was almost deserted, and only 
a few folk of the same mind as Gregory, lived there. In 
1457, through Gregory’s efforts, George of Podebrady 
gave permission to Gregory and his faithful friends to 
settle in Kunvald, which was part of his estate. ‘This is 
where the fi rst congregation of the “Unity of Brethren” 
was established.

The Brethren built a small wooden church in Kunvald, 
which they called the Congregation. The Brethren used 
the church for worship services for ninety years. The 
infl uence of the Kunvald congregation was great and 
soon new congregations were established in many other 
places. Here then in the valley of Kunvald, did these 
early pioneers lay the foundation stones of the Moravian 
Church.

Today the castle is located in the Czech Republic, 
originally Bohemia, and is known as “Litice nad Orlici,” 
which means “People upon the Eagle River.” The 
community of Kunvald and the beginning of the Moravian 
Church is a memorable place in the present day Czech 
Republic. The year 2007 marked the 550th anniversary 
of the establishment of the “Unity of Brethren.”

On November 28, 2000, the Lititz Borough Council 
established the “Lititz 250th Anniversary Executive 
Steering Committee” to develop a worthy celebration for 
the 250” anniversary of the naming of Lititz. This historic 
milestone was celebrated during the year 2006.

From the beginning to present day the community of 
Lititz has been rich in history. As citizens, we all share 
the belief that we are justly proud of our heritage. This 
book, “A Historical Anthology” refl ects on the past, as we 
continue the present and look to the future.

R. Ronald Reedy, President
Lititz 250 Incorporated
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Moravian Church Square - 1787
Drawing by H. M. Eberly
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E.  Main St. looking west from Sturgis Lane – 1908 and 2007
Photo from the Robert “Sketch” Mearig Collection.

Photo courtesy of Ron Reedy.
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Lititz Memorial Square – 1908 and 2007
Photo from the Robert “Sketch” Mearig Collection.

Photo courtesy of Ron Reedy.
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Cottage Row looking south along N. Broad Street from 
Lititz Springs Park - 1908 and 2007

Photo from the Robert “Sketch” Mearig Collection.
Photo courtesy of Ron Reedy.

E. Main St. looking east from Memorial Square –
1908 and 2007

Photo from the Robert “Sketch” Mearig Collection.
Photo courtesy of Ron Reedy.
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Lititz Theatre – Circa 1940 and 2007
Photo from the Robert “Sketch” Mearig Collection.

Photo courtesy of Ron Reedy.
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“A View from Main Street” author, Gladys J. F. Crowl (center), 
playing with childhood friends Marion (left) and Ruth (right) 
Bender around 1930. William B. Fry’s Garage, owned by 
Gladys’ father, is in the background at 519 E. Main Street. 

Photo courtesy of Gladys J. F. Crowl.
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1793 Assistance Fire Wagon housed in the Lititz Moravian 
Museum. Photo courtesy of Ron Reedy.
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1894 Hose Cart housed at the Landis Valley Museum.

Photo courtesy of Ron Reedy.
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First Passenger Train through Lititz in1863. 
Photo courtesy of Ron Reedy.
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1863 Passenger Depot and Express Station.
Photo from the Robert “Sketch” Mearig Collection.
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1884 Passenger Depot and Express Station.
Photo from the Robert “Sketch” Mearig Collection.

Passenger Train. Photo courtesy of Bill Dussinger.

Freight Train. Photo courtesy of Ron Reedy.
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Adlai E. Stevenson Special Presidential Campaign 
Train - 1952. Photo courtesy of Ron Reedy..
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1895 Dedication of Roebuck Public Fountain. 
Photo from the  Robert “Sketch” Mearig collection.
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Unveiling of the Memorial Fountain by Peter Pringle, 
a decendent of Dr. Peter J. Roebuck in 1950.

Photo courtesy of Ron Reedy.

Lititz Memorial Fountain Dedication Ceremony in 1950. 
l/r G. Graybill Diehm, Lloyd Smith and Theodore 

Roosevelt, III (standing). Photo courtesy of Ron Reedy.

Roebuck Fountain located in the General Sutter Courtyard.
Photo courtesy of Ron Reedy.
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Lititz Trolley along the west side of Route 501.
Photo courtesy of Elmer W. Fry.

Lititz Trolley at the Lititz Passenger Depot and Express 
Station, which was the end of the line.

Photo courtesy of Elmer W. Fry.
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Lititz Community “Farm” Show of 1947.
Photos courtesy of Ron Reedy.
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Building built in 1917 housed the Lititz Borough Hall,
Police Station and Lititz Fire Company No. 1.

Photo from the Robert “Sketch” Mearig Collection.
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Construction of the Lititz Sewer System in the early 1950’s. 
Photos courtesy of Lititz Record Express.
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Dover Airforce Base, Dover, DE.
 Photo courtesy of the United States Air Force.
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Construction of Lititz Public Swimming Pool in 1962.
Photo courtesy of Derck & Edson Associates.

Lititz Public Swimming Pool Opening Day in 1962.
Photo courtesy of Derck & Edson Associates.



45

Nativity Scene at Lititz Memorial Square in 1976.
Photo courtesy of Ron Reedy.
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Nativity Scene at Lititz Memorial Square in 1995.
Photo courtesy of Ron Reedy.


